Stephen Friedman Gallery

Artnet

Artists and Arts Workers React to the Nail-Biting US Presidential Election on Social Media
Brian Boucher and Eileen Kinsella
4 November 2020

artnet’

‘Good Luck, America’: Artists and Arts Workers React to the Nail-Biting US Presidential
Election on Social Media—See Their Posts Here

From Kim Gordon to Amy Sherald, here are the best art world reactions to election night and the as yet undecided
presidential vote.

Image: Hank Willis Thomas tweeted this image of a
billboard by the Guerrilla Girls, created for For Freedoms
and installed in Wheeling, West Virginia. Photo by Alyssa
Meadows, courtesy of For Freedoms.

The US has entered into yet another unprecedented
presidential election, under the shadow of a global Covid-
19 pandemic, and with a sitting president calling overnight
for the counting of Americans’ votes to stop.

On Tuesday, Election Day, as the polls reported a 10-point
lead for former Vice President Joe Biden, the democratic
nominee, many figures in the art world urged their social
media followers to get to the polls. But as it became clear that the election would turn into a nail biter, with the
possible “blue wave” turning into something more like a purple maelstrom, they started to express a more
stressed-out #mood.

Artnet News rounded up some of the reliably insightful art world commentators, starting with some posts from
Election Day and following up the day after.

@ iustinedgood Exzm Artist Justine Kurland, quoting a timeless artwork by Zoe Leonard, still
wants a dyke for president!

I want a dyke for president. I want a person
with aids for president and'I want a fag for
vice president and I want someone with no
health insurance and I want someone who grew
up in a place where the earth is so saturated
with toxic waste that they didn't have a
choice about getting leukemia. I want a
president that had an abortion at sixteen and
I want a candidate who isn't the lesser of two
evils and I want a president who lost their
last lover to aids, who still sees that in
their eyes every time they lay down torest,
who held their lover in their arms and knew
they were dying. I want a president with no
airconditioning, a president who has stood on
line at the clinic, at the dmv, at the welfare
office and has been unemployed and layed off and
sexually harrassed and gaybashed and deported.
I want someone who has spent the night in the
tombs and had a cross burned on their lawn and
survived rape. I want someone who has been in
love and been hurt, who respects sex, who has
made mistakes and learned from them. I want a
Black woman for president. I want someone with
bad teeth andwan—attitude, someone who has
caten that-nasty hospital food, someone who
crossdresses and has done drugs and, been in
therapy. I want someone who has committed

civil disobedience. And I want to know why this
isn't possible. I want to know why we started
learning somewhere down the line that a president
is always a clown: always a john and never

a hooker. Always a boss and never a worker
always a liar, always a thief and never caught.

View More on Instagram

oQd A
677 likes
justineagood

Zoe Leonard | want a Dyke for president
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P oo imzm Pete Souza, a photographer during the Obama presidency, has been using his
photos of 44 to poke fun at 45 for four years, and it seems he’s not going to stop
- now.

View More on Instagram

oQd Al
178,717 likes
petesouza

. ®

@ ez

Photographer Philip Montgomery posted a photo of a postal worker in a year when
mail-in voting has become crucial—and the subject of unfounded conspiracy
theories.

View More on Instagram

S A 1
oQun H
1,848 likes
philipmontgomery
Election Day. Pictured here, Charles Ansell, a postal clerk in Key West. In
Florida — a swing state with many aging residents, who are particularly
vulnerable to Covid-19 — six million people requested mail ballots, and
more than 4.6 million have sent them back. This month, | traveled across
Florida for @nytmag, photographing the men and women of the U.S. Postal
Service who are laboring to see Americans’ ballots through to Election Day.
For the workers here, shepherding the votes is the latest challenge in an
already exhausting year.

ow all 11¢ .

(©]

@ i EEITE  Brian Donnelly, aka KAWS, shared one of his beloved Companions assuming the
position of the year.

68,521 likes
Kaws
Good morning

9.
SKAWS #COMPANION #2020
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&Kimbmy brew > Author Kimberly Drew seemed to see what was coming.

@museummammy

Good morning Tweeeeeps

4:22 PM - Nov 3, 2020 ®

Q ss & See Kimberly Drew's other Tweets

@Adamweinmim w As the White House erected barriers for protection against
@AdamWeinstein possible civil unrest in response to contested election results, the
This is pretty fucking bonkers architecture-related meme circulating on Twitter? “Well, Trump

finally got his wall.”

4:22 AM - Nov 3, 2020 ®

QO 11.3K Q 3.8K people are Tweeting about this

@'“a“‘s""““‘e"SW@’“a”'N°V 3, 2020 ¥ Artist Man Bartlett pointed out that Ripley’s Believe it or Not
Good day to be a plywood salesperson
attraction in New York also boarded up:

man is this intense @
@man

Gotta save Ripley’s

Q a & See man is this intense’s other Tweets
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Joe Scanlan Pe] As did the gallery Hauser & Wirth on New York’s Upper East
Y Side, as artist Joe Scanlan revealed:

Right now on East 69th Street in Manhattan

W28 W15 4 Share

As the Royal Academy London pointed out, the world is
Royal Academy & y . . . , .
@@royalacademy watching, and not necessarily seeing anything too flattering.

The American Dream, by @Alan_Measles.

roy.ac/f9z9p
== nipro g

9:19 AM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q 185 Q 45 people are Tweeting about this

gke""v schachter ¥ Artnet News columnist Kenny Schachter says he made a bet on

@kennyschac
) ) the election with superdealer Larry Gagosian, with a Benjamin
| bet Larry G that Trump would win and thought it .
just might be the best $100 | ever spent. Jury'’s still in the balance.

out but one could hope.... ,

1:48 PM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q© 2 2 Seekenny schachter’s other Tweets
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meam,sm,a“ w New York dealer Alexander Shulan lol’d about how wrong the polls

@elexandershulen seem to have gotten it:
Can someone tweet out nate silvers address lol

2:22 AM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q 11 & See Alexander Shulan’s other Tweets

@ roncasbio gz Mona Chalabi on early voting data:

United States

Early Votes

100

k3

5

MILLION €ALLOTS

View More on Instagram

oQuy W
26,917 likes
monachalabi

98 million votes have already been cast. What does that number mean?

2.1t means that twice as many people have voted early in 2020 compared
t0 2016

£/t means that the ballots cast so far in 2020 represent 70% of *all votes*
in 2016

#./t means that people aren't just trying to avoid the queues tomorrow. A
quarter of those ballots (24 million of them) are from people that did not
vote in 2016 and almost 10% are from people who are voting for the first
time in their lives (8 million).

If you haven't voted yet, this huge wave is not a reason for you to not show
up tomorrow. Like | showed in my last illustration, nonvoters are made up of
various groups that could break for Trump or Biden. So | can not tell you
what this means for the next President of the US (and | wouldn't tell you
even if | analyzed the demographics because | think polling is mostly
dangerous bullshit). All I'm saying is keep going.

Source: US Elections Project

view all 121 comments

Add a comment ©

) i Edvard Munch’s The Scream, always on point:
. abolish the police '
@infinite_scream
AAAAHHHHHH
1:04 PM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q 23 8 See abolish the police’s other Tweets

LaTanya Autry, of the advocacy initiative Museums Are Not Neutral,
°Bree Newsome Bass & L 4 . s .
@BreeNewsome retweets activist Bree Newsome’s commentary on how white
| really encourage people to study more about the supremacy plays into the election results:

development of race & whiteness as a sociopolitical
construct in America to better understand why/how
this is so deeply embedded in the culture. Ppl would
rather have mass death & destruction than let go of
whiteness.

7:41 AM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q© 105K () 2.7K people are Tweeting about this

Molly Crabapple= @ L 4 \ L .
ﬁ@;!..yciib:';‘;.i Artist and activist Molly Crabapple repeats an old refrain from 2016:
Bernie would have won
3:45 AM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q 39K © 1.2K people are Tweeting about this
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a dreadscottart

America is a racist country

America is a sexist country

America is immigrant crushing country
America is a science denying country
America is a cop loving country

America is a planet hating country

America is a country that kills its own people
America is a country stuck in the past

That this election was even close tells you
what you need to know.

Every vote must be counted, but counting
votes won't change what this country is.

View More on Instagram

oQad
3,690 likes

asherald ©
New York, New York

(&]

View More on Instagram
oQyd
7,621 likes
asherald

ARE WE THERE YET?! Voted for AUNTY #toooldforthisshit
#oldcouplesontiktok #sendhelp #vote2020 #mommala #votehimout
#vp

q williampowhida

View More on Instagram

oQd
263 likes
williampowhida

George Floyd Protest (Decolonization)
Watercolor on paper mounted on panel
wx1

2020

Artist Dread Scott says the fact that this
election was even close tells you what you
need to know:

3 dreadscottart View Profile

Until 1868 slavery was legal in the US
and the government and the majority
of people who could vote supported
this. The Abolitionists did not. Until
1964 discrimination was legal in the
US and the government and the
majority of people who could vote

supported this. Civil Rights activists
did not and they defied custom and
sometimes the law? The question is:
“What are YOU going to do? Will you
fight to make sure the election isn’t
stolen? And will you fight to drive
fascist regime from power even if
trump won ‘legitimately’?”

View More on Instagram
N oQy A
798 likes

iy Michelle Obama portraitist Amy Sherald and her husband danced in a TikTok

video with matching hoodies that say “Voted for Aunty”:

©

s Artist William Powhida posted a watercolor from a George Floyd protest this

past summer:
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@ yiampownias zm And a watercolor of Kamala Harris:

View More on Instagram

oQd A
107 likes.

williampowhida

Kamala Harris (Democrat)

Watercolor on paper mounted on panel

5x7

2020

c]

kritbangkok © e Artist Korakrit Arunanondchai says “Vote him out” with an image of Trump in

United States of America

‘ flames

W

View More on Instagram

oQd W
558 likes

kritbangkok

Please vote him out today | really really pray AJuA Goodiuck America love

youa ot
1 ment

c)
@ taratnck 0 Iz New Yorker cartoonist Liana Finck has a “twist” on Trump’s infamous “Grab them
by the pussy” quote:
oQdn R
12,601 likes
lianafinck
®
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& coisrockman Artist Alexis Rockman showed a Norman Rockwell “coin toss” painting (we
hope not!):
View More on Instagram
oQd A
176 likes
alexisrockman
The Coin Toss, 1950 #normanrockwell @norman_rockwell_museum
view all 9 comments
Add a comment. @
S o Former Sonic Youth star and artist Kim Gordon thinks Trump is a “looser”

which she says is “the French version:

View More on Instagram

oQy A
21,313 likes
kimletgordon

The French version!
view all 373 comments

Add a comment ©

@VivienneChow

e‘""ie"“e Chow & ¥ Arts journalist Vivienne Chow brings an astrological view:
Mercury is the trickster

w S-J. Anderson @sjanderson144

As of now there is no winner in the election (as many
astrologers predicted), and battles over counting may
continue for days.

Mercury signifies legal papers, lawyers, counting, and
tabulation, so Mercury's transits over the next few days and
weeks will likely be dispositive.

1:32 PM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q 3 & See Vivienne Chow's other Tweets
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gmnkwmms w Artist Hank Willis Thomas posts an image of a Guerrilla Girls

@hankuwthomas billboard, created for his For Freedoms project:
Democracy only when all votes are counted.

@forfreedoms billboard by the @guerrillagirls
installed in Wheeling, West Virginia for
#The2020Awakening.

2:15 PM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

O n & See HankWThomas's other Tweets

Q s serai w  Belgian collector Alain Servais tweets a drawing illustrating that, even
@aservaisi if Trump didn’t get his wall with Mexico, he certainly got one that
& divides America.

B
I
I,’:h,ﬂ
4
7
y

1:28 PM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q 54 © 20 people are Tweeting about this

(=) David shrigiey w  Artist David Shrigley summed up the mood as it became clear the
\=/ @davidshrigley results might take days to shake out.

(
¢

7:30 AM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q 21K © 477 people are Tweeting about this

25—28 Old Burlington Street London W1S 3AN
T +44 (0)20 7494 1434 stephenfriedman.com



Stephen Friedman Gallery

Artnet

Artists and Arts Workers React to the Nail-Biting US Presidential Election on Social Media
Brian Boucher and Eileen Kinsella

4 November 2020

beborah Kass Artist Deborah Kass predicts another impeachment if the
@f @deborahkass White House stays in Trump’s hands, but the Senate goes blue.

looks like we got the senate. if @realDonaldTrump
"wins" we are looking at #Impeachment 2.0

2:25 AM - Nov 4, 2020 ®

Q© 2 & seeDeborah Kass's other Tweets

@ verimnen Critic David Rimanelli asks what fresh ... well, here you go:

View More on Instagram

oQd A
1,610 likes
davidrimanelli

Dash Snow, “Untitled (Hell)”; digital c-print (2005)

iew all 4

comment

§ monnenhign:201s EEXZI® Curator and White Columns director Matthew Higgs sends up a wish,
e courtesy of a Barbara Kruger artwork:

View More on Instagram

oQud W
1,219 likes
matthewhiggs2015

Barbara Kruger, 2016. #loser @nymag #barbarakruger

iew all 31 comment

omment
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wideawakes
19.4k followers

View More on Instagram

oQd
1,743 likes
wideawakes

COUNT. EVERY. VOTE.

ifierart

[ View proie | Artist Hank Willis Thomas’s newest project, the Wide Awakes, has a

clear message:

yvote

view all 9 comments

Add a comment...

ye @
@kanyewest

KANYE 2024

9:04 AM - Nov 4, 2020

Q 229k Q 39.9K people are Tweeting about this

#every

¥  And, finally, you didn’t think you were going to get out of here without
a Kanye tweet, did you?
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